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LETTER from a French Catholick at London to his 
Friend at Paris, concerning the preſent State of the 


Engliſh Nation. 
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Know you expett to hear how I find the State of Afﬀairs in this Country, which I 

will aſſure you are. in no point ſo benign and promiſing as we were made to be- 

lieve, and as I hoped to find them before I came over, by which I ſee that flatter- 

ing our condition, and rendring things better than they are, is the common-diſeaſe 

of all Nations, and wy therefore there is no ſuch effectual cure of falſe reports as 

' being onthe ſpot. . \ HR” HE 2 DRE | 
You know, Sir, we were both told. of three Parties in this Kingdom, but I can find but 
two, the Proteſtants and the Catholicks, the latter hath many of the Gentry for its favou- 
rers, but the greateſt part of the Nobility, the body of the Gentry, and the generality of 
the people are all on the other fide. Which had we known in time, I ſhould never have 
adviſed the Erg/iſh Catholicks to this Attack, which whatever may be told you, if it be not 
yery tenderly and dexteronſly. managed, to bring them off, I doubt it will prove their utter 
ruin; for to attempt the reſtoring a Religion againſt the univerſal temper of a Nation,where 
Principle in many, and Intereſt in (almoſt) atl have poſſeſſed the people with an inveterate 
and invincible prejudice againft it, though it may well enough become: the fooliſh zeal of a 
few devour Prieſts and Bigots, yet that other perſons of wiſdom and fortune ſhould be 
drawy ipi to engage themſelves in ſuch an unactountable piece of indiſcretion, is to me ore 
of the greateſt wonders in nature. For if I am not abuſed in my information, I do believe, 
to make Spain Proteſtant is as ealie an undertaking as to make Eng/and Catholick; and then 


. 


how near this attempt is to an impoſlibilicy, L leave you and alt men to judg. 


And now to think of engaging Authority on our fide, 1ST dondr afiotion as wild and idle 
as the undertaking it ſelf; for it is but to requeſt Authority. that it would pleaſe to play the 
fool for our ſakes ; and how we have deſerved ſuch a kindneſs from it, 1 fear will be too 

- hard, a difficulty to demonſtrate. : . |, + 14 on 70 

Beſides, natural defects that carry an impoſſibility in them, cannot be cured by Authority 
it ſelf, no.more than Authority can cure a man that is born blind or lame, and mike him 
to ſee or go ; .ſo that if we could bubble Authority. to our fide (which I totaly 'deſpair of 
ever doing) yet would not that effect our buſineſs ; it is true it might.hnre ir (elf, bur cannot 
at all help us, becauſe there is ſuch a natural defett in our preſent: undertaking thar no cure 
can teach. or help.it. Fot the Engliſh compute their menat Twelve hundred thouſand ar the 
leaſt, and of thele the Cazho/zcks and their Intereſt make ſcarce Fifty thouſand ; now whit a 
brow miuft that man have that- would go about to perſwade- Authority thar it is its true in- 
tereſt to ſtick by the. four and twentieth part of its people againit- no leſs than *the whole 
chree and _ — thereof? would not Authority think you judg fich a man fitter for 
Bedlam than to be conyerſed. with ? eſpecially an Authority that hath ſo oft and publickly 
profelſed it ſelf Proteſtant, as the Authority of Eegland bath done. :- © | ns, # 

Again, what arguments can we lay before Authority (admit it would hear us) tov attairi 
orir end ? For there are but two ways to effect it, either legally or forcibly; if by Law, then 
it muſt be done by Parliament, (which is the greateſt thing: we dread) for there can be no 
Laws made but by Parliament,nor no Parliaments but by the Peoples choice, andithe Votes 
of the Proteſtants being above twenty to one. to ours, there is an utter. impoſſibility; that ever 
we can have a Parliament for our turn, and ſo cannot bring about our point: by -Law ; and 
if by fqrce we ſhould attempt it, the impoſſibility is as great every way, becauſe the odds 
ſtill bears the ſame proportion, and we may as rationally hope that;one man,can'beat three 
and twenty, as that,the Exg/iſh Catholicks can ſubdue the Proteſtants by: force. if - »: 
+ Now if youi pleaſe to add to all. this, that the Authority of the Nation is already engaged; 

and by their many publick Manifeſto's have declared, That there hath been, and fill is, @ hor- 
tid Hellifh topiſh Þler. carrying on, againſt the Life of zhe King, and 4he Proteſtaut Religion; and: 
can we ever think that the Government, will caſt . that refjection/on their own repntation-as; 
ro ſuffer themſelves to be wheedled.to unſay this, and ſay the CONtrary, and all tliis for {vr 
inconfiderable a minor part of the Nation, againſt ſo vaſt a; majorky-chereof? Liconfeſs fr 
one,l muſt totally lay afide the underſtanding of a man before I can ever incline to pou, 
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1 know, Sir, you expected a fairer face of things from hence than Fhave ſent you ; but if I 
am valuable for any thing in the world,-iy1s for fidelity, and the fairhful diſcharge of what I 
am intruſted with. I believe you have more pleaſing accounts given you by ſome, that our 
Intereſt here is on the increaſing hand, and that both rhe Gentry and Clergy of the Church 
of England in Court and Country do come off _ ro us, with a many grateful things of 
that nature ; bur if you will pleaſe to credit'me, ſomewhat nigh this. account I have ſent you, 
is rhe very truth. I do not deny but that ſome of the Clergy and Gentry may have come over 
to us, but muſt alſo tell-you, rhar they are ſich a ſome as are none but ſuch as meer Indi- 
vents, or ſo debaucht rhat' they. are a very ſcandal to an:; profeſſion they are of ; and that 
Churches reputation muſt needs run exceeding low that glories in fuch Converts ; and to 
compenſate this acceſſion too, I do aſſure you thar the Diſlenters and ſober Church of Eng- 
land men have a far greater kindneſs for each other than formerly, and for ought I can 
learn, are very hearty in their union againſt us, as the common enemy to both ; and to tell 
you one ſad truth for all, both the riches and induſtry, the landed-men, and the trading part 
of the Nation are againſt us as one man ; and confider, if the number, riches and trade of 
the Kingdom are againſt us, what ſmall Cards muſt be left for us to ſhew for our game ? 

*Tis true for ſometime we did make good earnings in perſwading the Church of England 
men that the Diſſenters would pull them down again, and art the ſame rime perſiading the 
Fanaticks thar the Church of Ezgland would extirpate them. But that day 1s done; for now 
both the one and the other ſee that all thoſe ſentiments were nothing elſe but our arts and 
ſhams upon them; and therefore as the looſeit of the Church of Erg/and men are friendly 
to us, ſo the more ſolid have now ſich a friendſhip for Diflenters as themleives are in pair 
when they are proſecuted, and looking upon them as part of their Intereſt,efteem all ſuch as 
ill friends to the Proteſtant Religion as. buſie themſelves againſt them ; for fince they fee li- 
berty is given to French Diſſenters, the Ezg/:{ chink that Charity ought ro begin ar. home, 
and therefore may very well be allowed to their own Iitlenters ailo. We hang now. only 
by our Sheet-anchor, That theſe kind of people will ſerve his Majeity as they did his Father, 
but how long ſach a fright will prevail upon a Prince of his underitanding, eipeciafly there 
being no better bottom to hold ſuch a ſurmizes keep, me ina continual apprehention ; for I 
am ſure when ever this Anchor comes home, there is nothing but 4 wreck to be expected for us. 

Three Parliaments ſixccetfively you have ſeen aiready ftand ready ro fwallow us np, and 
had aſfuredly done it had not this notion preſerved us. So that when ever this ſlips, we are 
gone to all intents and purpoſes. For the people are til] the ſame, and in reaſon will chuſe 
much the ſame Parliaments : for look what the people are,fuch are always their Patliaments, 

' Which is the rrueſt meaſure you can take of the People of Exg/and ; for were the People Ca- 
zholick, you would have Carholick Parliaments ; brit ro expect a Popiſh Parliament from a 
Proteſtant People, is as unnatural an expectation as to look for the Sun at midnight; and 
therefore we had no other way to preſerve us from theſe Parliaments, but this ſingle ſham, 
That they were as much'enemies to His Majefty as to His Brather ; whereas in truth they 
were no-enemies to His Majeſty nor His Brother neither, but to the Carholick Profeſſion, 
and to the Duke as he was the Head thereof in this Kingdom, and thereby had as much 
unfitted himſelf for the Government of Proteſtants, as-our Harry the Fourth of Fraxce had, 
being a Proteſtant for the Government of Cath/icks. And to fay all, we did but oppoſe thoſe 
Politicks in theſe Proteſtant Parliaments- which we our felves have practiſed in all Carbolick 
Countries ; and as long as we can continue this Cheat ro perſwade the World that the Pro- 
reſtants are enemies to. Monarchy and his Majeſty, we'fſhall keep cft the deadly blow ; but 
when that art ceaſerh, as God knows how ſoon it may; we may bid good night to all other 
deſigns for ever. For I do not ſee that our new device of fetching oft Witnelles doth effect 
what ſome fancied it would, our game being gone too far,and grown too unweildy to be 
retreived by ſuch little tricks at theſe ; and the reaſon is plain : for there is not a man that 
we fetch off; but that hath ſome intimate friend or other, with whom he doth adviſe, before. 
he cometh over, and to whom he doth impart the offers and terms of his coming to us, or 
ele he huffs it out. that he will not be ſtarved and neglected, as he ſwears he is by the other 
party. For-turning tales and ſides} is ſo ſhameful an Act eſpecially to men of any mettle or in- 
genuity, that they reckon themſelves Debtors to their own Reputation, to ſay ſomething 
intheexcuſe thereof, which ſayings, when they are Hroyght into open, Courts of Juſtice a- 
gainſt them, doth ſo blaſt and flain their Teſtimony, thatnot one of a hundred that hears 
will give the leaſt credit ; and therefore though: many 'of our Friends talk high what 
t Gainers we were by the Tryal of the man at Oxferd, yet, I mutt crave liberty to 
Efeent from their opinion, -and affure you, That we were very great Loſers by his Blood. 
- Sir, Whatever may be told you, This is the true State of matters here; and therefore if 
the Government - cannot be perſwaded to accept of the Blood already ſhed, tor payment, 
and crofs:the:Book by an Ag of Oblivion ; 1 ſhalt quit my Folt here, as foreſeeing thar all . 
things will revert with a'vengeance on ns; and that it dorh not lye within the compals of hu- 
mane Prudence to prevent it. I am | os CY Hs W 
| nn to - Sir, Yeur moſt faithful, moſt obedient, and moſt humble Seryant. © 
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